modernity' in studying European identities. This is an attempt to synthesise different strands of scholarly works carried out so far in relation to European identities, nationalism and their relationship to modernity.
On the one hand, European identities are conventionally studied and discussed in contrast to national identity. Experiences of nationand state-building of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries are typically used as a benchmark to define and measure European identities (Bruter 2005; Hermann, Risse and Brewer 2004; Duchesne and Frognier 2008; Risse 2010) . It is widely acknowledged that European identities come with political and normative baggage because of their close association with the project of European integration, a project some would characterise as an attempt to transcend the constraints imposed by the nation-state structure to build a community on the basis of more enlightened values (Checkel and Katzenstein 2009; Demossier 2007; Duchesne 2008; Fligstein 2008) . While Europe is an old idea arguably dating back to ancient times, the contemporary discussion of 'Europe' and European identities invariably sets out nations and national identity as the 'other'.
Turning our attention to the study of nationalism, one of the contentious issues is the relationship between nations and nationalism on the one hand and modernity on the other (Ichijo and Uzelac 2005; Smith 1998; Özkırımlı 2010). Some scholars hold that nations and nationalism are intrinsic to modernity, an answer to a wide range of needs that arise from processes of modernisation. The debates on the antiquity of nations appear to have reached stalemate with two major, diametrically opposed views -primordialism and modernism -firmly entrenched in their positions. On the point of the modernity of nationalism, however, it seems there is a consensus. According to Ernest Gellner, nationalism is a functional necessity in facilitating industrialisation and managing the social change that comes with it (Gellner 2006). Benedict Anderson has argued that nationalism is a replacement of the religious order which became possible because of the emergence and consolidation of large scale, coherent communicative spaces, supported by the spread of print capitalism (Anderson 2006) . Other theories align nationalism with the rise of the modern state in the form of the nation-state. Anthony Smith has linked the emergence of nationalism to the bureaucratisation of the state which modernity necessitated (Smith 1971) . Eric Hobsbawm suggests that nationalism is one of the techniques of mass mobilisation which became essential with democratisation (Hobsbawm 1992). In a similar light, Michael Mann has linked the development of nationalism to democratisation in the form of a struggle for representation (Mann
